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URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


REPORT  OF  THE 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

AND  OF  THE 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  I960 


* 


HETTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


HETTON  HOUSE, 


HETTON-LE-HOLE, 

CO.  DURHAM 


Mr*  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I hereby  present  my  third  annual  report  on  this  district* 

No  serious  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  occurred,  in 
fact  there  were  no  notifications  of  either  polirmyelitis  or 
diphtheria. 

In  No *5  area  which  contains  this  district,  the  age  limit 
for  immunisation  against  tuberculosis  was  raised  from  12  years 
to  20  years.  An  Analysis  Table' is  shown  in  this  Report. 

In  this  district  27  sessions  were  held  for  the  protection 
against  poliomyelitis.  There  were  4216  injection  given $ 
nearly  all  had.  their  first  injection,  some  two  thirds  the 
second  and  a few  dozen  the  third  dose. 

Many  old  Aged  Persons  were  visited  and  those  thought 
necessary  allocated  to  hospital  or  hostel  as  Part  111  Accommod- 
ation under  the  County  Scheme. 

As  in  previous  years  First  Aid  Lectures  or  examinations 
for  this  purpose  were  given,  also  madical  examination  to  those 
eligible  for  the  Sickness  Benefit  Scheme. 

R.C.F  SMITH  M.B* , B.3.,  D.P.H. 
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Medical  Officer  of  Health 


MeBber_s  of  Council  and  Health  Committee. 


Chairman  of  the  Council 


Councillor  T*Lawson  J*P, 


^Chairinan  of  the  Health  Committee  - Councillor  J. Hudson  J.P. 
Hetton  Ward 

ss: 

Councillor  G.  Metcalfe,  31  Deepdale  Street,  Hetton-le-Hole. 

Hetton  Downs  Ward 


Councillor 

Councillor 

Councillor 

Councillor 

Councillor 

Councillor 


In’  1 t;cLlng^n''  23  Falry  Street,  Hetton-id-Hole. 
HI  ?aUdson>  W Caroline  Street,  Hetton-le-Hole. 

L,  ?eilvaVj  - f fiSr  Slreet’  Hetton-le-Hole. 

I Lo-an  ''b’-'k  I f btrs?t^  Easington  Lane. 
Lo0an,  B.jj.M.,  4 -Surrey  Street,  Hetton-le-Hole. 


uf.fdn  uteri  Lp.ne  Ward 


Councillor 

Councillor 

Councillor 

Councillor 

Councillor 

Councillor 


1 Judf?  T p ’ d Elemore  Lane,  Easington  Lane. 
p f - f 7 H Tamar  Street,  Easington  Lane-. 

H l t.’  5 Rydai  Aven^>  Easington  Lane. 

Ss!tfThi4  2hell,S-!i°0r  Arenue>  Easington  Lane. 

r Telford  ph  - Road>  Easington  Lane, 

loliord,  2 Brxckgarth,  Easington  Lane 


BflRton  & Moorsley  yard . 

ssss  iUaU’  “ MoUirs  t ru 

senior  H.  fclth,  "4 


HETTON  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Area 

Area  in  Acres  — 4,551  acres 

Registrar  General* s estimate  of  resident  population 

mid  I960*  - 18,510 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  I960)  according  to 

' - : Rate  Books-  5517 

Rateable  Value  - £118,214* 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  - £437#6s#9d* 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority* 

The  Staff  Consists  of  :~ 

MSDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  - Dr*  R.C.F.  Smith.  Whole  time  conjoint 
appointment  (see  below).  Degrees  of  M*D* , B.S. , D.P.H# 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  - Mr*  H*  J#S*  Murray#  Holds  Certificate 
of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
Joint  Examination  Board,  and  Certificate  for  the  Inspection 
of  Meat  and  Other  Foods*  Also  acts  as  Factory  and  Workshops 
Inspector  under  the  Shops  Act. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR*  - Mr#  J*R*  Hall*  Holds  Certificate  of  the 
Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector's  Joint 
Examination  Board,  and  Certificate  for  the  Inspection  of 
Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

ENGINEER  AND  SURVEYOR.  - Mr.  P*W#  Richardson.  Holds  Testamur  of 
the  Institute  of  Municipal  Engineers* 


***  4 

=f  the  f17  ^ »f  «»  rttoiL 

Heal i.  -»  the  iHfl'm.  of 

Sunderland  Rural  District  and  ab*- Washington  Urban  District. 

for  Area  No.  5.  d A,sSlstam  County  Medical  Officer  | 



-*■ ag£3flaB«^Jl8herles  and  wf. 

S2^"^^p^sS“is?ha?,t1fisird  by  the  <**»* 

Health  Service  Act,  ' Healtn  Authority  under  the  National 


Ambulance 
Home  Nursing 
Prophylactic  measures 
against  small  pox 

P0H°THtis-  ^phtheri 

ond  Tuberculosis 


a 


Domestic  Helps- 
Health  Visitors 

Chxia  Welfare  and  Maternity 
School  Medical  J 

Welfare  of  the  Blind  and 

Hanoi capped, 


The  Count*-'  Council  cr>Q  i 

Of  Part  11  Of  the  National  InaSancelct1!^^1,  th®  adnin±stration 


POOD  AND  DRUGS  INSPECTORS  . 

directions  of  the  Colatf Co^cll?^^  by  ^ mrk  *****  the 
VETERINARY:  INSPECTOR  R . ^ 

working  under  the  directi^ofYH^6'3  n9n  aP?ointed  by  and 
responsible  for  carrying  out  r-,+®  Mmistry  of  Agriculture  bein? 
population  throughout  the  Countv  tY  Y:amination  of  the  cow 
the  standard  of  the  health  ^^°Td3r  to  Ea^ta±n  and  raise 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Births  and  Birth  Rates 

The  nett  number  of  live  births  (as  corrected  by  the  Registrar- 
General  for  outward  and  inward  transfers)  during  I960  was  326  as 
compared  with  315  for '1959* 

Sex  and  legitimacy  classification  are  shown  thusj 

p Total  Male  Female  ) Birth  Rate  per  1000 

Live  ) Legitimate  ? 316  168  150  ) of  the  estimated 

Births  ) Illegitimate  8 ~ 8 ) population  - 17*2 

The  Registrar-General  states  the  Birth  Rate  per  1000  population 

in  Englajdd  and  Wales  (live  births)  was  16*5  for  I960* 

* ■ 

In  order  to  compare  the  birth  rate  based  on  the  Registrar- 
General^  figures  for  England  and  Wales  a comparability  factor 
of  1*02  giving  a birth  rate  for  Hetton  Urban  District  M 18*0 
compared  with  11*5  for  England  and  Wales* 

Still  Births  - During  I960  there  were  7 still  births  in  the 
district,  ; 1 r 

Total  Male  Female  )giving  a Rate  of  21.02 
Still  ) Legitimate  743  )per  1000  total  (live 

Births  ) Illegitimate  - )and  still)  births 

i<  , 

There  is  a still  birth  rate  per . 1,000  population  of  0.45  in  the 
district. 

•.  \ , - 

• • - ; f ' . ‘ ,/ 

. . ( n : ■ , ■ . • 

Deaths  and  Death  Rates  t 1 

« i . \ 1 ’ . , 

After  correction  for  outward  and  inward  transfers,  247  residents 
of  The  Hetton  Urban  District  died,  being  142  males  and  105  females. 

The  death  rate,  therefore,  corrected  for  outward  and  inward 
transfers  and  including  deaths  from  all  causes  and  at  all  ages  was 
13*3  the  population  being,  estimated. at  18,510*  That  for  England 
and  Wales  was  11*3* 
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In  order  to  compare  the  death  rate  based  on  the  Registrar- 
General1  s figures  for  England  and  Wales  a comparability  factor 
of  1*33  giving  a death  rate  for  Hetton  Urban  District  c£  17*6  compared 
with  11% 5 for  England  and  Wales. 

Locally  compiled  and  correct  figures  are  as  follows J- 

During  I960  there  wore  154  deaths  registered  as  having  occurred 
within  the  district,  being  84  males  and  70  females#  Of  these  1 male 
and  2 females  did  not  normally  reside  in  the  area,  therefore  83  males 
and  58  females  having  their  permanent  residence  within  the  district 
died  therein*  57  males  and  39  females  whose  permanent  residence  was 
within  the  area  died  outside  it.  The  total  number  of  deaths,  therefore 
corrected  for  outward  and  inward  transfers  is  247,  being  107  females 
and  140  males*'- 


Total  Deaths  under  Five  Years  (Corrected  Locally) 


During  I960,  12  children  died  under  the  age  of  five  years.  Therefore 
4.8  per  cent*  of  the  total  deaths  was  of  children  under  five  years  of 
age. 


The  following  table  shows  : 

1*  Births  (a)  males  (b)  females  (c)  total  births  (d)  rate  per  1000 
2.  Deaths  (all  ages)  (a)  males  (b)  females  (c)  total  deaths 

(d)  rate  per  1000 
3*  Total  increase  of  population. 


Births 

Rate 

Year 

Males 

Females 

Total 

per  1000 

IP  j\ 

‘ 147 

167 

314 

17.08 

1952 

165 

138 

303 

16.53 

1953 

137 

152 

289 

15.7 

1954 

167 

143 

3 16 

21.67 

1955 

168 

150 

318 

17.25 

1956 

134 

158 

292 

15.8 

1957 

173 

154 

327 

17.7 

19  58 

168 

157 

325 

17.7 

1959 

160 

155 

323 

17.01 

I960 

176 

150 

326 

17.7 

Deaths  Total 


Rate 

r I&- 

Males 

.Females 

Total 

per  1000 

oreas< 

▲ 

139 

117 

256 

12.84 

♦ i 

113 

100 

213 

11.62 

90 

114 

105 

219 

11.9 

70 

118 

no 

228 

12.3 

88 

109 

79 

188 

10.2 

130 

106 

no 

216 

11.17 

76 

89 

85 

174 

9.4 

153 

112 

84 

195 

10.5 

130 

84 

79 

163 

8.8 

160 

142 

105 

247 

13.3 

79 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

—w— — r<i»m w « wi  imuinwi  iihiii»  i -r  — 11  mi  n.rni»  irirni  n 


There  were  no  deaths  among  women  from  puerperal  sepsis* 
Death  Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  from 


Other  Pueru 

-V 

eral  Causes 

. • 4 

• ♦ » ... 

...  0.00 

Death  Rate 

* 

of  infants  under 

One  Year 

9 Children 

1 < 

i 

died  during  I960 

before  attaining  the 

age  of  one 

year,  being 

4 legitimate  : 

males  and  5 legitimate  . 

females* 

During  1959  6' children 

died  during  -this  age 

period. 

The  following  table 

shows  the  death-  rate  of 

infants  under 

one  year  of 

age  according 

tc 

> the  total  number  of 

live  births 

and  legitimacy  for  the  years 

: 1951-1960. 

All  Infants  per 

Legitimate  Infants 

Illegitimate 

Year  logo  live  births 

per  1000  legitimate 

Infants  per  1000 

live  births 

illegitimate  live 

births 

1951 

38.22 

39.09 

- 

1952 

33.0 

33-67  - 

- - 

1953 

24.2  - 

25. 08 

~ 

1954 

44.3 

45.16 

- 

1955 

22.01 

22.22 

1956 

37.67 

38.5 

195y 

24.4 

21.9 

125.0 

1958 

15.3 

16.0? 

- 

1959 

19*04 

19.5 

— 

I960 

27.6 

■ 26.3 

— 

Of  the  9 infants  who  died  under  one  year  of  age  the  cause 
of  death  was  in  0 cases  due  to  prematurity,  giving  a percentage 
of  27.6  due  to  this  car se • 0 or  nil  per.  cent  of  the  total 

deaths  under  one  year  was  due  to  pneumonia-. 


Since  the  total  deaths  from  all  causes  and  at  all  ages 
in  the  district  was  247*  2,4  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths 
were  of  children  under  the  age  of  one  year.  Of  these  under 
one  year  of  age  S3.0  per  cent,  were  under  one  week. 


The  following  table  shows  the  age  distribution  of  the 
deaths  in  the  various  x^ards:- 
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E&sington  Lane 

3 

1 

9mm 

2 

5 

15 

26 

23 

75 

He  t ton 

3 

- 

1 

2 

o 

19 

19 

27 

73 

He t ton  Downs 

3 

1 

1 

— 
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12 

27 

17 

67 
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~ 

- 



1 

4 

10 

1 

16 

32 

1 

TOTALS 

9 

llHlMH ' 

2 

1 

1 

5 

1 

17  1 

56 

73 

83 

247 

There  were  no  deaths  from  T!infantile,!  diarrhoea  (under 
2 years  of  age)*  giving  a death  rate  of  0.00  per  1000  live 
births , 


Table  showing  deaths  from  Chief  Infectious  Diseases 


Year 

r — y 

C 

All 

Gauses 

Typhoid  & 
j Paratyphoid 

1 = 

1 ■> 

Smallpox 

< 

♦ 

m 

3 • 

cd 

£ . 

1=2; 

tt 

; Scarlet 

■ Fever 

[ Whooping 
: Cough 

! j 

Diphtheria 

1 

m 

d’  ^ 

0.  . k 

0 02 
x!. 
u P 
f-u  0 
cd  Td 
•h..  £ 

Q 2- 
*1 

! — t 

cd  1 

-P 

O 

EH 

>. 

1951 

256 

•» 

* 

tatst 

1 

mm 

1952 

213 

- 

- 

••N, 

- 

— 

1 

1 .. 

2 

1953 

219 

- . 

— 

- 

- 

- 

1954 

229 

— 

- 

~ . 

‘l  , 

* 

1955 

188 

mm 

— 

— 

- 

- 

1956 

216 

- 

— 

— 

~ 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1957 

174 

— 

I 

- 

— 

— 

mm 

- 

1958 

195 

— 

— 

- 

~ 

! 

- 

— 

- 

1959 

163 

- 

- 

9mm 

— 

— 

1960 

247 
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j 
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Causes  of  Death  in  Hetton  Urban  District  during  1%0 


Causes  of  Death 


111 

i 

. -O 

2. 

3« 

,1 

6. 

/ d 
8, 


Causes 


Tuberculosis*  respiratory 
Tuber culo  si  s , othe: 
Sypnilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
Mho oping  faugh 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 


)r 


& < 

C e-  . 


o o « 

f ' 9«  * c $ « . 

d * * 9 * • 


t » » 
• • • 


7 tT 

1‘xvj  Cll 


c o rf 


a * e 


o • * 
» • © 


* * ♦ 
• • • 

* « • 

* • » 


• » « 
# • • 
* • * 
• * * 
» * • 
• * • 
• • • 
• • • 


10 

11 


jL  > (? 

14* 
15® 
16 » 

17, 

18. 
19  « 

2D, 
o 1 

22. 

23. 

24. 
25* 
26. 
27. 


O ,a 
; :'0 . 

31.0 

" so 

tj 

33® 
24 1 

O ‘w 

UOo 


Otnar  infective  and  parasitis  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  . 
Malignant  neoplasm,  Lung,  bronchus  ... 
•Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ,,, 

Otner  malignant  & lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  * « « " 

Diabetes 

* ,*«  ...  ».* 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease,  angina 
i.yper  uension  with  heart  disease 
0 oher  heart  disease  *c 
Orher  circulatory  disease 
Influenza  . 0 , 

Pneumonia  , . . 

Bronchitis  .*<> 

Ocner  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum.  • , 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
iiQpnritis  and  nephrosis. . , 
hyperplasia  of  prostate 


o * * 
• • • 

o * • 


* • * 
« * » 

9 « » 


I I » 
« • • 

* • « 

• • * 

sy 

« • 


« • * 
• » * 
* • * 
♦ • • 
ms 
• « # 
* * • 
• • • 
* • « 
... 
... 
o • . 
• * 01 
• • • 

• • • 


• • • 
• » • 


n.  e. n^ancy,  childbirth,  abortion 


• * • 
• « • 
♦ * . 

• * • 
. * • 


> o « 


Congenital  malformations  , * 

Other  defined 'and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  V V c r V -re-’  r,  ‘ 

.^11  other  accidents  ■ 

Suicides  . 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


... 

« • 4 


» I I 
... 
0*4 


* • * 
• ♦ * 
* « * 


Male 

142 

1 

1 


1 


14 

3 

11 

2 

27 

36 

1 

9 

4 

6 

9 

2 

1 

1 

1 


7 
4 

8 

3 


Female 

105 

1 


1 


4 

3 

6 


26 

12 

3 

13 

1 

4 
8 

2 

2 


12 

1 

2 


* • * 


Deaths  from  Tuberculosis* * 


There  was  one  death'  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  two 
from  non~prJ_monary  tuberculosis' during  I960  being  equivalent 
to  a death  rate  per  1000  population  of  .054  from  the  pulmonary 
form  and  .108  from  the  non-pulmonary* 

Comparative  Table 
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Heart  Diseases 


being  inclusive  of  Coronary  Disease, Ang: 


na 


Heart  Diseases 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease,  and  other  Heart  Diseases , 
account  for  "74  deaths  ^ being  46  Males' and  28  females*  This 
is  equivalent  to  1*5  of  tho  total  deaths  and  a mortality  rate 
of  3*9  per  1,000  population. 


M»  I J_  **"  ' 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System 

In  addition  to  the  above  deaths  a farther  53  being  27  males 
and  26  females  were  due  to  Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous 
System,  the  majority  being  due  to  Cerebral  Haemorrhage* 

The  number  of  deaths  in  these  two  groups  has  increased,  the 
two  groups  accounting  for  the  deaths  of  12S  persons,  74  males 
and  54  females  as  against  a total  of  78  persons  in  1959* 


<*  ■ 

Males 

Female s 

Total 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

36 

12 

48 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

2 

3 

5 

Other  Heart  Diseases 

, 9 

13 

22 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

27 

26 

53 

74 

128 

This  is  equivalent  (taking  the  groups  together)  to  51*8 
per  cent*  of  the  total  deaths  and  a Mortality  rate  of  6*8  per 
1000  population* 

Cancer 

35  deaths  - being  18  males  and  17  females,  were  due  to 
cancer*  This  is  equivalent  to  14* per  cent,  of  the  total 
deaths,  or  a mortality  rate  of  1.8  per  1000  population. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  due  to  VLNS 
and  CDA  and  Cancer  in  the  Hetton  Urban  District,  and  the  death 
rates  from  these  diseases  in  the  years  1951m1960* 


Year 

Number  of 

Cancer 

Causes 

Deaths 

* VLNS  & CDA 

Death  Rate  per 
All 

„ Cancer 

Causes 

r000  Population 

VLNS  & CDA 

1951 

256 

27 

117 

12*34 

1*41 

6*3 

1952 

213 

29 

99 

11.62 

1.58 

5.4 

1953 

219 

39 

105 

11*9 

2.12 

5.7 

1954 

228 

39 

116 

12*3 

2*11 

6*2 

1955 

188 

40 

86 

10.2 

2*16 

4*6 

1956 

216 

30 

111 

11*17 

1.62 

6*02 

1957 

174 

33 

71 

9.4 

1.79 

3.85 

1958 

195 

44 

102 

10.5 

2*38 

5.4 

1959 

163 

36 

76 

8.8 

1,94 

4*2 

I960 

247 

35 

128 

13.3 

1*8 

6.8 

NOTE  - VLNS:  ‘"ascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  and 

CDA  t Coronary  Disease, "Angina,  Hypertension  with  Heart 
Disease  and  Other  Heart '/Diseases  * 

The  following  shows  the  sites  of  lesion,  sex  and  age 
distribution  of  those  who  have  died  during  i960  from  cancer  as 
complied  from  local  returns. 


Site 


Males  - Ages 


Females 


Stomach 

Uterus 

Breast 

Gall  Bladder 
T ongue 

Lungs.,  Bronchus 

Liver 

Prostrate 

Bladder 

Bowel 

Mouth 


61,64,67 

75 

54,71,82,85 

59,70,72 

80 

61,64,74 

44,65 

61 


66,76,78 

54,64,75 

60,63,79,80 

64 

54,65 

67,74 


75,74 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over  Infectious 

and  other  Diseases 


Ages 


During  the  year  I960,  some  132  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
including  all  forms  of  Tuberulosis,  were  notified  as  occurring 
in  the  district.  There  were  4 cases  of  measles  and  89  cases  of 
whooping  cough,  as  compared  with  189  measles  and  29  whooping 
'$■  cough  in  1959* 


School  Notification  of  Disease 

No  fresh  cases  of  any  notifiable  diseases  we  re  notified 
from  the  schools.' 

* 1 
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Comparison  of  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified 
during  decade  1951-1960. 


Disease 


Scarlet  Fever 
\ Diphtheria 
:?uerperal  Pyrexia 
9 * Riuemonia 
Erysipelas 
j Pulmonary  ) Male 
Tuberculosis)  Female 
{ Non-Pulmonary )Male 
Tuberculosis  ) Female.. 
0 pht halmia  Neonat orum 


t Typhoid  Fever  • 

(Small  Pox 
'Dysentery 
‘Measles 
(Whooping  Cough 
; Paratyphoid  Fever 
i Ac  o Encephalitis 
(Ac o Poliomyelitis 
;Ac9  golio-Encephalitis 
LFood  Poisoning 
((Malaria 


ns 

23 

1 3! 

2 

! if 

1 

i 45  i 

60 

! It 

1 

i 15! 

7 

1 - 10  f 

3 

! 3 

1 

1 l 

2 

1 3 ; 

l l 

..  2 

1 I 

1 315 ! 

82 

i 79! 

52 

l! 

1953)  1954 : 

1955? 

; 

1956 

■ 

1957 

‘ 

1958' 

1959jl96c 

? 

151 


67  i 
lj 
6 i 
7l 


1) 

28  i 

2: 

6 

7! 


2 

li 

n ; 

lj 

6 ! 

5^ 

ii 

3 

n 1 

_t  1 


5! 

l! 


1!  17 


25!  27  10 


2! 

7 

1 

i 

3 1 


262! 

81! 


2 


If 

lj' 

a 

27! 


4 j 
6 i 

f 

i 

1 

3! 

I 

.ii 


5 

4 

2 

1 


at 


20 

1 
7 

2 


1 

1 


16 

4 

4 


509 

106 


21  1 


• 4j 

33! 


1 


241 

64 


7 

3 


: 189 
I 29 


4 

89 


— 

r~' 

I I 

4 

i 

L TOTALS 

487  j 

236! 

444 

8 

6441  Bit  356 

4S 

258  1 122 

Tuberculosis 


AC’G 


There  has  been  no  action  taken  during  I960,  under  the  Public  Health 
prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations  1925  (relating  to  persons 
sui faring  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade),  or 
1 20  10^  P2  of  Pe  Pubiic  Health  Act,  1936,  (relating  to  the  compulsory 
removal  go  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis). 
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The  following  table  shows  the  various  age  periods  for  males  and 
females*  at  which  the  new  cases  were  notified  and  when  death  occurred* 
as  compiled  from  local  statistics. 


.Age  Period 


New  Cases 
Pulmonary 


•mnunfumn.i.'* 


Non- 


Pulmonary 


,, PuI®onaryL„ 


•l.llUlf.'  . •‘■..•Ill'1 


L 

i 

I M 

F 

■ M 

f i 

M 

F 

f 

\ ■ 

y 

; 

1 

. 

i 

* 

| Under  1 

i 

— 

1 1; 

- 9 

! 

— 

i 

**• 

m-* 

f 2 

3 

m»m 

— 

\ — 

'*5 

1 y**j 

1 C * 

— 4 j 

m • 

i 

(M 

— j 

►<« 

f 4 

- 5 : ■■! 

•r*. 

i 

— 

mm 

1 5 

— J..0 

«• 

ii/minimmi.i 

H 

O 

o 15  ! 

: — 

— 

— 1 

115 

- 25  i 

2 

•MM 

I 

MW 

(25 

- 35  | 

1 

| 

i 

***• 

\ 

i 

E 

1 n g 

I > 

(45 

- 45 

- 65 

i -? 

2. 

3 

i 

[ 

**«» 

1,65 

and  over  1 

«W** 

< 

w. 

_ 

•NNT 

i 

Totals 

5 

4 

; ~ 

•OM* 

E 

iw-w 

F 


Deaths 

Non- 

.,,,Pu.Monary,., 

M F 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  new  notifications  of 
pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  Mon-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  according  to 
sex  for  the  years  1951-60  inclusive. 


| ■■  - " 1 

Pulmonary  j 

Non- 

■Pulmonary 

Total  j 

Year  ; T . 

Tuberculo 

sis  j 

Tuberculosis  1 

All  Forms  j 

i ' ' •' 

14 

F 

Total . 1 

M 

F 

Total 

1 

1 

? 

i 

1951 

15 

' •,  r\ 

*•'  ,j 

25  ! 

3 

3 

28  | 

1952 

7 

3 

10  1 

1 

2 

3 

13 

1953 

6 

7 

13  I 

»•« 

2 

2 

15  1 

f r-.  r~  r , 

1 i 

7 

7 

14 

mm 

— 

14  1 

1955 

r 6 

5 " 

11 

1 

1 

2 

13  :! 

1956 

2 

7 

0 

j 

mm 

3 

3 

12 

1957 

! 4 

6 

10 

\ 

• 

3 

3 

13  i 

1953 

: 5 

4 

Q 

/ 

1 

2 

3 

32 

1959 

i 9 

2 

9 

! 

mm 

- 

— 

mm 

9 ; 

[ I960 

UL 

4 

9 

MW 

\ 

9. 

Occupation 


. of  those  suffering  frog  Pulmonary  tuberculosis  1 was  a Bakers 
Assistant,  1 Midwife,  1 Apprentice  Fitter,  1 Miner,  3 Housewives, 

,,  Occupation  unknown. 

- Hotton 


School 

i 

Consent 

-U  • KJ  » VJT# 

~l — 

\ 

[Skin  Tested 

....  1 - 

\ 

i 

j Po stive 

Negative 

1VDU 

Absent 

Eppleton  Mod# 

59 

1 58 

6 

51 

1 

Hetton  Lyons 

54 

| 47  • 

6 

34 

*■*■*  i 

7 i 

Easington  Lane  Mod# 

47 

i 43 

6 

32 

East  Rainton 

22 

| 16  ! 

2 

13 

i \ 

Moorsley 

. 10 

j 10  1 

L__.  ! 

Nil 

***** 

9 

i 

Total  ' i 

1"  2 

f 174  ! 

20 

.139 

rH 

t 

. , The  average  of  positive  reactors  is  10%  over  the  County  all 
tnose  with. the  above  positive  reaction  are  X Rayed  for  a possible 
tuberculosis  lesion  all  negative  reactors,  i.e.  not  infected  with 

tuberculosis  were  immunised  with  B.C.G.  vaccine.  No  side  effects 
notified. 


were 


,,iH  ?foa11  chlldre.n  and  young  persons  vaccinated 

wiil  be  protected  lor  5-7  years  against  tuberculosis./  At  the  end 

J'utf  P9ri°d’  ■ t!l2y  Wl11  havQ  ^ UP  their  own  immunity 
agcinsx,  further  infectioh.  J 


w 
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The  following  are  particulars  of  the  number  and  type  of 
houses  provided  by  the  Council  in  pre-war  and  post-war  periods 


The  number  and  types 

of  Pre-war 

Houses 

•are  i 

as  follows 

Estate 

A 1 

A 2 

LJ 

A 4 

B 3 

Total 

Broomhill 

100 

30 

— 

_ 

— 

130 

Eppleton 

- 

10 

22 

2 

— 

34 

Hetton 

— 

135 

180 

— 

mm 

315 

Peat  Carr 

167 

57 

14 

- 

238 

Easington  Lane  (Old  Site) 

- 

29 

154 

- 

36 

219 

Prospect 

20 

63 

25 

9 

- 

117 

East  Ha inton 

4 

152 

57 

5 

— 

21S 

Moors ley 

12 

■MO 

— 

- 

12 

Springwell  Terrace 

- 

24 

12 

- 

mm 

36 

Mill  Terrace 

8 

4 

— 

— 

12 

136 

618 

511 

30 

36 

1331 

Houses  completed  between  the  end 
December,  I960, 

of  the  War 

and  the  31st 

Estate 

A 1 

A 2 

A 3 

A 4 

Sp,6  BR,  Total 

Caroline  Street 

DM 

10 

10 

Pemberton  & Richard  St, 

16 

— 

— 

— 

16 

Peat  Carr 

— 

54 

70 

2 

— 

126 

The  Lawns P Eas • Lane 

24 

— 

— 

— 

- 

24 

Prospect 

2 

59 

96 

8 

- 

165 

Moors ley 

IS 

32 

56 

4 

- 

no 

Moors ley  (55  Houses) 

12 

34 

9 

M 

- 

55 

Low  Downs 

— 

36 

36 

4 

- 

76 

Gargles  Farm  Estate 

58 

124 

80 

6 

1 

269 

Brickgarth 

24 

58 

31 

- 

- 

113 

Mur ton  Lane 

4 

6 

- 

Ml 

- 

10 

Mill  Terrace 

— 

2 

- 

— 

- 

2 

East  Rainton 

•Ml 

12 

2 

mm 

- 

14 

Shaws  Row 

4 

IS 

10 

- 

- 

32 

Derwent  Street 

10 

29 

13 

- 

•Ml 

52 

Hetton  House  Grounds 

— 

1 

mm 

- 

1 

Moors ley 

m 

11 

3 

- 

- 

14 

Prospect 

2 

•M, 

- 

- 

- 

2 

High  Street 

14 

24 

5 

- 

- 

43 

George  Street 

- 

22 

15 

mm 

mme* 

37 

Barnard  Park 

s 

- 

- 

- 

S 

196 

531 

427 

24 

1 

1179 

1 

r> 

i H 

! 


Gases  of  Infectious  Diseases  during  I960 


Showing  Age  Incidence  and  Distribution 


- 

i 

■ 

| 

Notifiable  Disease 

i 

l 

i 

Number  of  0?.  Not. tl fled' 

At  Ages  - Years 

i 

> 

i 

P 

o 

-P 

-P 

Q) 

• ! 

Hetton  Downs  i 

-otal  number  of  ,ca 
lotlflel  in  each  L 

SOS 

a r u 

e 

EH 

! 

i 

Deaths 

S 

j 

*8 

/-l  “r-3 

Q *H 

Pi  Pm 
ra 

CO  O 

CD  K 

CO 

CO  o 

O -P 

o 

O 3 

o O 

i — 1 “H 
■P 

P cd 

CD  H 

Pm  P 

Pm 

• o 

O PL, 

S 

1 — l 

CD 

1 

] 

! 

; 

02:  co 

i i 

H d 

i 

> i 

i i 

i o 

1T\  H 

i|  i 

in 

i 

* 

in 

Hj 

1 

0 

1  1 ' 

o 

1 

in 

i — ! 

in  vn 
CO 

! 

1 1 

CD'  IT\ 
C V C°\ 

j 

XT, 

. 

Uh 

CD 

> 

o 

■n 

p 

cd 

cr, 

vO 

rH 

cd 

-P 

o 

EH 

g 

, -P  o 

uo  q 

.sa 

ra 

cd 

Moorsley 

and 

Ra inton 

j Scarlet  Fever 

j 1 

2 I 

i 

? 

3 

2 

1 

3 

1.6 

I 

| Diphtheria 

. 

I 

| 

i 

! 

| 

| Puerperal  Pyrexia 

"■  !'  ■ 

| 

L 

: ! 

1 \ 

■ 

! 

l Pneumonia 



2 2 

3 

1 

16 

6 

. ... 

5 

5 

! 

: 

16 

.71 

I 

* Erysipelas 

• 



— I — 

i 

; j 

i 

j Pulmonary  ) Female 

— 

I 

J 

. 

: 

1 

3 

...... 

4 

1 

2 j x 

4 

2.1 

1 Tuberculosis ) Male 

j 

j 

i 

i 

i 

i 

1- 

2 

4 

1 

3 

4 

I 2.1 

Non-Pulmonary)  Male 

1 



1 

Tuberculosis  ) Female 

1 

; 

j 

.... 

■ 

f 

Meningococcal  infection 

; 

1 ; 1 

: ! 

2 

1 

1 

2 

.10 

I Small  Pox 

i 

r ' ' 1 1 1 ■ — — — — * - ..  — 

i 

i 

■ ! 

- 

- 

4 — 

f j 

~ • 

Dysentery 



I 

: 

j 

1 

~ " “ 

| 

Measles 

1 

— 

i 

2 

1 



; 

L ;.  ...  J 

h-  -i 

4 

1 

- 

2 

! 

1 

4 

2.1 

Whooping  Cough 

-5_ 

.18. 

12, 

12. 

31- 

1 

: 

j 

89 

30 

91 

91 

i 

7 

B Q 

A 

Para-typhoid  Fever 

: i 

i 

j 

! 

i 

i 

. 0 -7. „ 

— # ,Q-L.  — . 

Acute  Encephalitis 

■ 

; 

' 

» 

J 

1 

i 

: i 

| Acute  Poliomyelitis 

f 

. 

- 1 

j 

. . —— 

1 

i 

• 

; Acute  Polio-Encephalitis 

— ' ' " 

— - — i — 

, 

i 

• 

j . : 

L.  • . • 

j i 1. 

i ; j 

i i 

! \ 

— i , 

* 

Malaria 

! j 

: 

• 

' | 

_ ._L._ 

i 

j 

! ; ? 1 

i 

I 

_ , Totals 

5 9 21 

14  14  34 

1 1 . 4 2 B 3 1 122  j 

40  . 29  43 1 10  122 

] 

£ 

1 

t 

-6,6-  | 

18  - 


Houses  completed  during  1960:- 


Site 

A 1 

A 2 

A 3 

Total 

wwmu 

High  Street 

— 

8 

5 

13 

George  Street 

— 

6 

7 

13 

’Shaws  Row 

» 

4 

l'- 

4 

Barnard  Park 

8 , 

8 

* *7  .> 

18 

12 

r'- 

u 

38 

1*  Summary  of  work  done  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector !s 
Department  during  the  year  I960:-  .r 


New  Houses  Completed 
during  the  year 

With  State 
Assistance 

Unaided 

Total 

(a)  By  Local  Authority 

38 

a 3 

(b)  By  any  other  Housing 

......Authority 

— 

(c)  By  Private  Persons  “ ; 

•f 

h-'".;;-™-  ■ Total  No,  of  Inhabited  Houses  - 5*446 

2.  CLOSING  AND  DEMOLITION  CF  HOUSES 

. . 

A,  Formal  Action 


(i)  No,  ’df  houses  demolished  during  year  as  a 

result  of  Clearance  Schemes  or  other  formal  27 

action. 

f * • 

(ii)  No.  ’of  houses  closed  but  not  demolished  as 

a result  of  formal  action  31 

(iii)  No.  of  houses  in  Clearance  Areas  and  individual 
unfit  houses  demolition  of  which  temporarily  88 
postponed, 

(iv)  No,  of  houses  in  use  as  temporary  accommodation  - 
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B»  Informal  Action 


(!)  Noo  of  houses  permanently  discontinued  as  dwellings 
as  a result  of  informal  action  and  not  included 
above 


o e • 


• a » 


• • • 


• • 9 


t • I 


« • « 


tt  « « 


RSC  ONDIT I0NI1G  AND  REPAIR 

3*  Mo,,  of  houses  made  fit  during  the  year  by  procedure T 
under  Housing  Acts  (excluding  temporary  accommodation) 
or  Public  Health  Acts ; 


(a)  As  a result  of  informal  action  , ,,  *♦,  26 

(b)  By  owners  as  a result  of  statutory  notice  . .vA~ 

(c)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

4 * IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS  : HOUSING  ACTS,  1949/59 


No.  of  separate  houses 

Discretionary  Standard 
Grant  Grant 


(a) 

Applications  submitted  to 

Local  Authority . . 

26 

8 

(b) 

Applications  rejected  by 

Local  Authority  ...  , . . 

««•« 

MM 

(c) 

Total  No.  of  applications 
approved  since  inception 
of  s cheme  , • « « • # 

160 

a v \ 

9 

(d) 

Total  No.  of  grants  paid 
since  inception  of  scheme  • . 

134 

4 

0 m 

GENERAL  SUMMARY 


j No*  of 

1 Inspec- 
tions 

No  * of 
j Informal 
i Notices 

[Served 

? 

i 

: No*  of 
i Statutory 
| Notices 

1 Served 

(Defects 

remedied 

after 

Notice 

j Legal 
j Proc- 
j eedings 
| & Gen  * 

1 Remarks 

^ Housings 
* Public  Health  and 

i 

i 

! 

t 

1 

i 

I 

l 

i 

t 

g 

i 

1 

1 

i 

| 

| 

j 

j 

Housing  Acts  . 

« * t 

244 

31 

[ 

i 26 

i 

Oercrowding  B . * 

« • ® 

! 4 

j 

I 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences : 

1 

1 

j 

i 

1 

! 

i 

i 

Insufficient 

o o « 

! 

t** 

AC*  „ 

1 

•"■a* 

Defective  * * * 

ft  • 0 

35 

23 

i 

23 

Drainage  « e c 

0 0* 

82 

4 

[ 

4 

Water  Supply  * „ . 

0 0 0 

208 

9 

9 

Food  Premises 

0 0* 

327 

11 

10 

Shcps  Act* 

* (,  * 

54 

OMW» 

r 

Slaughterhouses : 
Public  , * * 

• II 

■ 

wra 

■ 

Private 

& 0 0 

6C2 

5 

5 

Tents , Vans , Etc-, 

1 I 1 

36  1 

4 

: 

4 ( 

Offensive  Trades 

• • 9 

j 

— 

•m 

Factories  & Workplaces 

61  i 

4 

4 i 

Keeping  of  Animals 

l 

] 

11  | 

1 | 

r ts*  ‘ 

1 1 

Insanitary  Ashpits 

and 

{ 

j 

i 

i 

i 

Receptacles 

0 e>  ft 

178  | 

91  1 

— 

91  1 

Offensive  accumulations 

21  i 

5 

4 

Smoke  Nuisances 

0 * 

27  ! 

2 j 

I 

2 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  1 

1 

1 

t 

| 

Pests  Act,  1949 

c * « 

1 

416 

i 

\ 

S i 

• 

{ 

! 

8 

1 

1 

5 

i 

j 

i 

j 

\ 

Total  j 

2098  | 

189  I 

182  j 

j 

Ashpits  converted  into  water-closets  . . * * . « 

Ash-closets  converted  into  water-closets  , •«  - 

Total  number  of  water-closets  in  District  * * * 5899 

Total  number  of  ash-closets  in  District  119 

Total  number  of  ashpit  privies  in  District  , . * 17 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 

The  water  supply  for  the  area  was  administered  partly  by  the 
Sunderland  and  South  Shields  Mater  Co,  and  partly  by  the  Durham 
County  Water  Board,  although  so  far  as  the  Moorsley  area  was 
concerned  the  supply  was  still  partly  the  responsibility  of  the 
National  Coal  Board  during  the  first  half  of  the  year  under  re- 
view* The  supply  was  generally  satisfactory  in  both  quantity  and 
quality,  and  every  dwellinghouse  in  the  district  was  supplied 
direct  with  water  from  the  mains* 

\ ■ ■ . 

».  »v 

The  supply  originated  from  four  sources,  the  major  part  of  the 
District  being  supplied  by  the  Sunderland  and  ! South  Shields, Water *Qo* 
from  water  pumped  into  a storaged  reservoir  at  Eppletoh  Colliery, 
where  it  is  treated  by  the  chloramine  method  and  then  distributed, 
a secondary  storage  reservoir  being  sited  at  Easington  Lane  to 
serve  some  of  the  higher  parts  of  that  are;;*  This  water  is  ■ 
extremely  hard,  but  very  pure  at  the  source,  the  Eppletbn 
Reservoir,  which  is  uncovered,'  has  been  susceptible  to  contain-.  .. 
ination  in  the  past,  particularly  with  furnace  grit  from' the 
adjacent  colliery  chimney*  This  chimney  was  demolished  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year,  and  the  Water  Company  propose  in  due 
course  to  cover  the . reservoir*  ” This  local  supply. was  supplemen- 
ted by  water  from  the  Company* s own  trunk  mains,  providing  a 
much  softer  supply  having  great" popularity  with  the  housewives* 

The  Durham  County  Water  Board  supply  East  and  Middle " Rainton 
districts  direct,  the  water  being  soft  in  character.  A satisfactory 
supply  was  maintained  throughout  the  year,  and  was  unaffected  by 
any  rationing  scheme  due  to  drought. 

* '•  •'  • n * 

The  National  Coal  Board  supplied  the  Moorsley  area  with- 
spring  water  which  is  gathered  in  ‘a  reservoir  at  Low  Moorsley, 
pumped  to  a storage  tank  at  High  Moorsley,  and  thence  supplying 
that  district  by  gravity*  This  water  is  fairly  hard,  and  although 
generally  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity,  it  has  always 
been  susceptible  to  temporary  variations  in  quality  after  heavy 
rainfall,  and  during  the  summer  it  was  necessary  to  ask  the 
National  Coal  Board  to  clean- out  the  reservoirs,  and  at  the  same 
time  the  method  of  chlorination  was  improved*  Extensions  of  the 
Company  .Is  mains  are,  however,  gradually  supplanting  this  supply. 


Some  outlying  far~s  are  also  still  supplied  with  the  water 
from  Eppleton  Collieryo 

The  Health  Department  take  weekly  samples  from  all  four 
supplies  for  bacteriological  examination,  and  in  addition 
samples  are  periodically  taken  for  chemical  analysis#  During 
the  year  under  review  208  samples  were  submitted  for  bacterio- 
logical examination  and  of  these  only  9 were  substandard,  the 
unsatisfactory  samples  origination  principally  from  the  Moorsley 
and  Eppleton  Waters,  where,  after  local  flushing  of  the  affected 
mains,  the  trouble  cleared  up. 

The  bacteriological  examination  of  samples  is  carried  out 
at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Sunderland,  Free  of  charge,  and 
again  tribute  must  be  paid  to  the  ready  co-operation  and  advice 
given  at  all  times  by  Dr.  Crone,  the  principal  of  the  Laboratory. 

The  widely  differing  characteristics  of  the  four  water 
supplies  is  made  evident  by  the  following  table,  which  shows  the 
results  of  a typical  chemical  analysis  of  the  water  from  each 
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All  portions  of  the  Urban  area  are  very  adequately  sewered,, 
the  sewers ? with  one  exception  draining  to  an  outfall  at  the 
Council rs  Glebe  Sewage  works  at  Rainton  Bridge ^ which  are  of 
modern  construction  and  function  satisfactorily.  The  works  and 
sewers  were  subject  to  a routine  half-yearly  treatment  for  the 
destrution  of  rats. 


The  Village  of  Middle  Rainton  is  served  by  a sewer  in  poor 
condition*  which  eventually  discharges  into  an  open  ditch.  The 
majority  of  houses  here  dealt  with  by  Slum  Clearance  action  as 
long  ago  as  1937*  and  the  few  remaining  have  a very  short  lease 
of  life*  with  no  prospect  of  re-development  of  the  site*  there- 
fore no  action  has  been  taken*  and  in  fact*  from  regular 
observations  made*  very  little  nuisance  appears  to  arise  from  the 
system. 

Widespread  housing  developments  in  the  district  made 
necessary  extensions  to  soil  and  surface  water  sewers*  and  a 
considerable  amount  of  new  drainage  work*  the  latter*  with  the 
exception  of  work  carried  out  on  the  Council’s  housing  sites, 
being  subject  to  examination  and  testing  by  the  Health  Depart- 
ment* and  the  large  amount  of  work  carried  out  to  private 
dwellings  for  improvements  under  concessionary  grants  also 
involved  a considerable  amount  of  drainage  alterations  and 
extensions • 

During  the  year  it  was  necessary  to  serve  27  informal 
notices  requiring  the  repair  of  defects  in  house  drains*  but  it 
was  not  necessary  in  any  case  to  follow  up  the  informal  notice 
with  a statutory  notice. 

Closet  accommodation: 

At  the  end  of  the  year  under  review  dwell inghouses  and 
premises  in  the  Urban  Area  were  served  by  sanitary  conveniences 
of  the  following  types*  vis  s- 


Water  closets. • • • t 5b'99 

Abh-closets . . 119 

Ash-pit  privies. 17 

Chemical  closets 3 


There  has  been  little  variation  in  these  figures  in  recent 
years*  although  work  done  to  houses  under  improvement  grants  etc* 
has  resulted  in  many  houses  now  having  an  additional  water-closet 
inside.  The  number  of  houses  served  by  ash-closets  and  privies  is 
also  being  gradually  reduced  as  demolition  work  proceeds*  as 
those  listed  serve  houses  which  are  already  subject  to  demolition 
orders  or  scheduled  for  clearance  in  the  near  future*  making  it 
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uneconomical  to  convert  the  existing  privy# 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal^ 

e.  ✓ • *.  * 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  house  refuse  is  carried  out 
by  direct  labour  under  the  control  of  the  Health  Department , four 
lorries  with  drivers , and  eight  fillers  being  employed  on  the  work, 
A further  lorry  and  driver  are  engaged  part-time  for  the  collec- 
tion of  salvage  and  trade  refuse,  this  being  collected  mainly 
from  business  premises,  and  subject  to  -a  charge#  The  driver 
sorts  and.  bales  the  material  collected,  and  this  is  subsequently 
marketed. 

The  tips-  are  all  situated  within  reasonable  distances  of 
the  centres  of  population,  and  therefore  a relay  system  is 
employed  on  the  collection  of  house  refuse.  This  works  well, 
the  lorries  operating  a shuttle  service  to  and  from’ the  tips, 
the  fillers  being  constantly  employed,  and  moreover  it  prevents 
the  lofries  being  overloaded,  and  time  wasted  in  trimming  loads. 

In  a few  scattered  areas  however,  it  is  still  necessary  to  divide 
up  the  teams  and  follow  the  slower  method  of  working. 

A 24nxl8n  ash-bin  is  in  almost  general  use,  and  these  are 
cleared  at  least  once  weekly.  Standardisation  in  bins  is  made 
possible  by  the  operation  of  a scheme  for  the  renewal  of  defective 
bins,  the  collectors  reporting  daily  on  bins  which  are  worn  out, 
and  the  owner  of  the  property  is  notified  and  given  the  opport- 
unity of  obtaining  a new  bin  at  reasonable  cost,  the  average 
price  of  those  supplied  during  the  year  being  25/-?  as  a 
result  very  few  dilapidated  bins  are  to  be  seen.  The  number  of 
bins  supplied  under  the.,  scheme  during  the  year,  to  privately 
owned  houses  only  was  50*  .The  standard.bin  is. the.  largest- 
normally  obtainable,  yet  it  is,  found,  in. mapy  cases  to  be  • 
inadequate  for  the  storage  of , a week »s . refuse,  despite  the 
modern  heating  appliances  installed  in  Council  houses, 
improvement  schemes  carried  out  to  a large  number  of  the  older 
private  houses,  and  the  modernisation  schemes  completed  in  the 
majority  of  the  older  Colliery  houses.  These  have  resulted  in 
an  appreciable  drop  in  the  ash-content  of  the  refuse,  but  a 
considerable  increase  in  cartons,  wrappings  and  tins,  which 
take  up  bin  space,  and  prove  a nuisance  on  the  tips. 


There  has  been  little  problem  in  recent  years  in 
connection  with  the  stone  content  of  coal*  This  was,  in  the 
past 5 and  in  isolated  cases  still  is,  picked  out  and  cast  upon 
adjacent  street  when  loads  of  concessionary  coal  were  deliver- 
ed* The  amount  of  stone  put  out  in  this  way  has  gradually 
diminished,  and  in  any  case,  if  the  householder  would  place 
it  in  reasonable  quantities  in  the  bin,  although  it  cannot  be 
regarded  as  household  refuse,  it  is  invariably  collected* 

The  majority  of  tradespeople  in  the  district  have  taken 
advantage  of  the  scheme  for  the  collection  of  trade  refuse* 
This  is  collected  separately  for  a nominal  charge,  and  as  the 
waste  so  collected  consists  mainly  of  cartons  and  wrapping 
paper,  it  is  sorted  and  baled,  and  sold  to  the  paper  mills. 

The  steadily  decreasing  price  received  for  waste  paper  makes 
it  doubtful  whether  the  collection  and  handling  is  an 
economic  project,  but  the  income  derived  from  the  trade  waste 
collections  assists  greatly  in  adjusting  the  balance.  During 
the  period  under  review  22  tons  7 cwts*  3 qrs#  of  waste  paper 
and  cardboard  were  thus  disposed  of,  from  which  an  income  of 
£157*12 s. 3d  was  derived. 

All  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  tipping,  and  whilst  only 
small  quantities  of  low  grade  soil  are  obtainable,  it  has 
been  increasingly  possible  in  recent  years  to  excercise  some 
measure  of  control*  The  regular  use  of  a tractor  to  scrape 
and  level  off  the  tip  surface  is  effective,  labour  saving,  and 
expedites  the  consolidation  of  the  tip,  and  by  this .means  it 
h^s  been  possible  to  keep  the  tips  tidy  and  nuisance  free* 

Iiir t ho more,  owing  to  the  increasing  prevalance  of  light  waste 
in  the  refuse,  which  is  very  prone  to  cause  a nuisance  when 
scattered  by  high  winds,  it  has  been  the  practice  in  recent 
years  to  employ  a part-time  tip  attendant*  The  tipping  space 
principally  in  use  during  the  year  under  review  was  provided 
free  by  farmers  requiring  land  levelled  up,  and  two  tips,  one 
at  Hutton  Road,  Easington  Lane,  and  the  other  at  Stobley  Moor, 
East  Rainton  were  completed  and  restored  to  agriculture 
during  I960.  A further  tip  at  Elemore  Woods  Quarry  was  also 
virtually  completed,  this  also  being  provided  free  by  the 
National  Coal  Board  in  an  attempt  to  give  support  to  faults 
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in  the  quarry  wall  which  had  developed  owing  to  land  subsidence# 
All  these  tips  had  absorbed  a vast  tonnage  of  refuse , and  their 
replacement  presented  a problem,  but  the  situation  was  helped 
by  the  offer  of  another  free  tip  at  Murton  Road,  where  work 
was  commenced  early  in  the  year,  but  stopped  shortly  after- 
wards owing  to  the  complaint  of  the  County  Council  that  the 
tipping,  would  interfere  with  surface  water  from  the  adjoining 
road*  This  difficulty  was  resolved  in; mid- summer,  and  the  tip 
was  working  satisfactorily  at  the  end  of  the  year  under 
review,  but  the  finding  of  suitable  sites  is  becoming  a matter 
of  increasing  urgency,  and  a special  report  on  tipping  sites 
was  therefore  submitted  to  the  Council  in  the  late  summer  of 
the  year • Widespread  building  operations  make  it  difficult 
to  find  sites  sufficiently  remote  from  dwellings  to  be 
nuisance  free,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  in  the  near  future 


more  elaborate,  and  therefore  more  expensive,  methods  of 
disposal  may  have  to  be  adopted.  Widespread  demolition  work, 
house  building,  and  road  works, have  resulted  for  years  in  vast 
amounts  of  material  being  dumped,  generally  in  an  untidy  and 
promiscuous  fashion,  on  our  tips,  and  naturally  farmers  will 
not  tolerate  rubbish  of  this  kind  on  land  which  is  being  re- 
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Each  driver  is  responsible  for  recording  daily  the  number 
of  loads  collected  by  'his  vehicle,  but  it  is  unfortunately 
impossible  to  weigh  loads  owing  to  the  complete  lack  of  weigh- 
bridge facilities  in  the  district,  but  during  I960  the  .teams 
dealt  with  an  average  weekly  total  of  114 « 63  loads,  with  an 
estimated  total  tonnage  of  14 <, 902  or  approximately  2.5  tons 
per  house  per  annum.  The  servie  had  to  deal  with  the  clear- 
ance of  5946  premises,  a great  number  of  which  had  multiple 
bins  installed.  The  approximate  cost  per  house  per  annum  was 

£1#97. 


THE  SHOPS  ACT : The  Chief)  Public  Health  Inspector  is  also 

Inspector  under  the  Shops  Act*  and  all  premises  affected  by 
the  Act  were  regularly  visited  and  inspected. during  the  year 
under  review. 

The  shops  are  generally  equipped  with  suffientw  sanitary 
accommodation,  and  washing  facilities  for  their  staffs,  and  all 
the  larger  premises  have  also  provided  rest-rooms.  There  are 
only  five  small  premises  where  space  is  too  restricted  to 
provide  sanitary  accommodation,  two  of  these  being  in  Hetton, 
and  three  in  Easington  Lane,  and  exemption  certificates  were 
in  force  with  respect  to  these.  These  shops,  were  however, 
provided  with  hot  water  supply  and  washing  facilities,  and 
public  conveniences  were  reasonably  accessible.  With  regard 
to  two  of  the  shops  (those  situated  In  Hetton)  a comprehensive 
scheme  was  put  forward  by  the  owners  to  provide  the  necessary  . 
facilities,  and  accepted  by  the  Council,  but  was  held  over 
pending  a decision  regarding  building  on  another  site.  A 
further  shop  in  Hetton,  which  was  covered  by  an  exemption 
certificate,  was,  owing  to  a change  of  ownership  and  use,  re- 
arranged, and  sanitary  accommodation  made  available  during 
the  year. 

The  enforcement  of  closing  hours  presents  no  difficulty 
as  generally  the  majority  of  shopkeepers  maintain  far  shorter 
opening  hours  than  those  required  by  the  Act,  nor  were  any 
complaints  received  regarding  hours  worked  by  shop  assistants. 

The  position  of  Sunday  trading  is  kept  under  close 
observation,  the  difficulty  being  in  this  respect  that  almost 
every  small  general  shop  has  installed  refrigeration 
cabinets  which  provide  facilities  for  the  storage  and  sale 
of  an  infinite  variety  of  frozen  foods,  the  sale  of  most  of 
which  are  not  permitted  on  Sundays  although  the  shop  in 
question  may  be  open  on  that  day  for  the  sale  of  Qther 
commodities,  there  has  been  no  necessity  however  to  take 
action  with  regard  to  any  infringments* 
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There  are  no  recognised 
? and  until  recently 
there  has  never  been  a problem  with  regard  to  this  type  of 
dwelling ? apart  from  the  seasonal  passage  through  the  area  of 
gypsy  caravans  occupied  by  itinerant  haw’  ers?  which  sometimes 
gave  rise  to  complaints * but  it  has  always  been  found  possible 
to  move  this  type  of  van-dweller  on  within  a reasonable  time. 

A site  at  Middle  Rainton  is  likely  however  to  present 
difficulty*  as  it  has  frequently  been  cleared  of  living-vans? 
and  subsequently  re-occupied  after  a period.  Although  this 
little  colonly  of  van  dwellers  never  exceeded  two  or  three 
vans  at  a time?  the  nuoleus  • provided  encouragement  to  others 
passing  through  the  district  to  stay?  and  as  there  were  no 
water  supply  or  sanitary  facilities  available?  a highly 
undesirable  position  is  likely  to  arise*  A further  site  at 
the  Hemels?  in  Hetton?  where  two  living  vans 
were  sited  which  were  being  used  as  permanent  dwellings?  and 
also  there  was  a lack  of  sanitary  facilities?  received 
attention?  and  this  site  was  cleared*  An  application  to  stand 
a living-van  in  a garden  at  Easington  Lane?  with  a view  to 
occupying  it  as  a dwelling?  was  considered  by  the  Council?  and 
refused. 

Two  sites  were  occupied  for  periods  as  fairgrounds  by 
showmen?  and  during  their  use  for  this  purpose  they  are  kept 
under  supervision  to  ensure  that  sanitary  facilities  are 
satisfactorily  maintained.  The  occupiers  are  generally  found 
to  be  very  co-operative?  and  the  sites  left  in  clean  and  tidy 
condition  on  vacation. 


Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  and  Camping  Sitess 
camping  or  caravan  sites  in  the  distr 


The  difficulty  of  obtaining  housing  accom&adation  has 
resulted  in  an  increasing  tendency  to  use  the  caravan  as  a 
permanent  dwelling.  Many  of  the  occupiers  find  that  they 
are  not  suited  to  the  life?  and  eventually  obtain  other 
accommodation?  but  quite  a number  prefer  this  type  of  dwelling 
and  are  prepared  to  spend  quite  considerable  sums  of  money  to 
obtain  comfortable  surroundings.  These  people  are  generally 
individualists?  however?  and  whether  they  would  settle  in  the 
surroundings  of  an  organised  camp-site  is  debatable?  but  the 
need  to  earmark  a suitable  site?  properly  laid  out?  and  with 


the  necessary  amenities , is  evident* 


Swimming  Baths  and  Pool:  There  are  no  facilities  of  this 

nature  in  the  Urban  Area. 

Schools ; It  was  not  necessary  during  the  year  under  review 
to  close  any  school  due  to  the  prevalence  of  infectious 
dise  a se  , and  scabies  was  virtually  non-existent*  A very  high 
standard  of  hygiene  is  maintained  in  all  schools  throughout 
the  area,  and  the  Health  Department  is  indebted  to  the 
teachers  for  their  ready  co-operation  at  all  times  when 
enquiries  or  arrangements  affecting  the  welfare  of  pupils 
were  necessary* 

The  Central  school  kitchen  is  situated  at  Easington  Lane, 
and  when  inspected  it  was  invariably  found  that  'ah  excellent 
standard  of  hygiene  was  being  maintained* 

Public  Houses,  Halls  and  Cinemas;  These  premises  are  inspected 
at  regular  intervals,  and  certificates  are  issued  as  to 
conditions  found  at  all  licenced  houses  for  the  guidance  of 
the  Justice  at  the  Brewster  Sessions*  At  one  time  this  was 
considered  an  opportunity  for  obtaining  necessary  improvement 
but  nowadays  the  public.,  are  much  more  discriminating,  ‘ and  the 
very  high  standard  of  comfort  maintained  in  the ' local" Clubs 
has  resulted  in  the  brewers  carrying  out  frequent  schemes  of 
modernisation,  generally  resulting  in  improvements  to  the 
sanitary  accommodation*  A very  high  standard  of  amenities 
and  hygiene  is  noticeable  in  licenced  premises  throughout  the 
district,  and  all  are  equipped  with  washing  facilities  in  the 
bars, 

niPP. IcbPECT ION : Food  premises  are  regularly  inspected,  and  in 

unis  connection  a large  amount  of  tinned  goods  are  examined, 
it  being  necessary  to  condemn  a considerable  quantity  owing 
to  their  being  unfit  for  human  consumption.  Whilst  a good 
proportion  of  these  have  deteriorated  owing  to  faulty 
processing,  in  far  t'oo  many  cases  their  condition  was 
evidently  due  to  rough  handling  coupled,  perhaps,  with 
inadequate  packing.  Tins  so  condemned,  most  of  which  are  in 
an  offensive  condition,  and  have  no  salvage  value,  are 
collected  and  disposed  of  by  burying  on  the  refuse  tips. 
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All  food  premises  in  the1 district  comply  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations*  all  the  larger 
shops  having  staff  rest  rooms.  There  are  a very  I'"''  y number 
of  small  general  shops*  with  house  attached  in  which  the 
proprietor  resides*  which  employ  only  a single  assistant*  or 
in  many  cases  none*  and  in  these  also  the  requirements  of  the 
Regulations  are  complied  with.  A good  amount  of  reconstruction 
and  improvement  work  was  carried  out  to  shops  during  the 
year  under  review* 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  type  of 
premises  where  food  is  sold  and  prepared  s- 


School  Kitchen  • . * . . . 

Colliery  Canteens. . 

Cafes  or  Snack  Bars  ... 

Fish  and  Chips  . ..  ... 

Butchers  ...  ...  ... 

Fruiters  ...  

Bakers  & Confectioners... 
Grocery  ... 

General  ...  ...  ... 

Ice-Cream  Manufacturers. . 
Premises  registered  for  the 
ice-cream  ...  ... 
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The  year  was.,  a;  noteablo  cne  so  far  as  the  slaughterhouses 
were  concerned*  as  it  saw  the  implementation  of  the  Slaughter- 
houses Act  and  the  necessary  report  was  prepared  and  submitted 
to  the  appropriate  Ministry  before  the  appointed  day.  There 
was  no  Public  Slaughterhouse  in  the  district*  but  twelve 
private  slaughterhouses  were  licenced*  in  two  of  which  no 
slaughtering  had  been  carried  oit  during  the  licence  period. 
These  premises  were  generally  well  maintained  and  in  reasonably 
good  condition*  in  fact  one  slaughterhouse  had  been  completely 
reconstructed*  and  six  slaughterhouses  considerably  improved 
within  the  previous  twelve  months*  All  these  premises  were 
examined  in  detail*  plans  prepared*  and  specifications  of 
work  required  to  bring  them  into  compliance  served  upon  the 
individual  owners*  the  Council  at  the  same  time  holding 
consultative  meetings  with  all  persons  interested  in  the  meat 
trade. 
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The  response  from  the  trade  was  excellent,  their  attitude 
being  that  they  desired  where  possible  to  retain  the  private 
slaughterhouses  and  were  willing  to  carry  out  any  improvements 
which  were  necessary  to  attain  this  end*  Local  slaughter, 
nqkiJB  it  possible  to  adequately  rest  and  hunger  the  animal 
before  killing,  and  involving  the  maximum  cooling  and  minimum 
handling  of  the  meat,  is  bound  to  result  in  the  consumer 
getting  a satisfactory  product,  with  prolonged  keeping 
® qualities,  in  fact  bone  taint  and  similar  conditions  are 

unknown  in  the  local  product,  but  a quite  frequent  occurrence 
in  imported  meat.  Furthermore,  the  availability  of  these 
premises  in  the  event  of  an  emergency  is  invaluable*  This  was 
proved  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  when  Foot  and  Mouth 
Disease  was  prevalent,  and  caused  much  disorganisation  of 
the  meat  trade*  There  were  no  cases  in  the  district,  but 
cases  in  .an  adjoining  area  brought  the  Hetton  Downs  Ward 
within  the  two  miles  radius,  necessitating  the  closing  down 
of  the  five  slaughterhouses  in  that  district  for  two  short 
periods.  Goodwill  amongst  the  butchers  made  it  possible  for 
the  slaughtering  to  be  carried  out  in  the  remaining  seven 
slaughterhouses  with  little  disorganisation,  and  one  good 
result  of  the  closure  was  that  on  two  occasions  within  a 
very  short  period  the  slaughterhouses  were  thoroughly  cleansed 
and  disinfected  before  being  pht  again  into  use. 

o very  good  class  of  animal  is  generally  killed,  and  the 
incidence  of  disease  found  in  recent  years  has  steadily 
decreased*  111  animals  slaughtered  for  human  consumption  are 
inspected,  although  to  attain  this  one  hundred  per  cent 
inspection  overtime  inspection  is  necessary  as  a considerable 
amount  of  slaughter  takes  place  at  the  week  end,  the  extent 
°f  slaughtering  is  in  fact  beyond  the  actual  needs  of  the 
O district,  and  a good  percentage  of  the  meat  wont  for  export, 
with  the  result  that  during  the  year  the  inspection  duties 
were  subsidised  by  the  Government  grant  to  the  extent  of 
£62*6s*2d* 
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Where  it  was  necessary  to  condemn  carcases  and  edible 
organs  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  they  were  spiayed  with 
a very  persistent  green  dye,  and  sold  to  manufacturers  of  pet 
foods  who  guarantee  that  none  of  the  meat  is  used  for  human 
consumption,  although  more  often  than  not,  where  the 
quantities  are  small  recourse  has  to  be  made  to  burial  on  the 
refuse  tip#  • ■ 

The  disposal  of  waste  from  the  slaughterhouses  has  always, 
in  few  isolated  cases,  presented  difficulties  in  the  past# 
Farmers  are  generally  willing  to  accept  this  as  manure,  but 
careless  and  promiscuous  dumping  on  the  part  of  a few  butchers 
closed  this  source  of  disposal,  and  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year  it  was  decided  to  provide  a deep  trench  on  the  refuse  tip 
for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  butchers,  a nominal  weekly  sum 
being  charged  for  the  use  of  this,  and  the  system  works  well# 

The  position  with  regard  to  trained  slaughtermen  has  much 
improved,  and  the  majority  of  butchers  now  appear  to  have  less 
difficulty  in  finding  suitable  staff,  all  slaughtermen  are 
licenced  by 'the  Council,  and  at  the  end  of  I960  the  number  so 
licenced  was  46# 

Whilst  little  trouble  was  experienced  in  obtaining  . 
compliance  with  the  Regulations  it  was  necessary  to  strongly 
caution  the  manager  of  a branch  of  chain  grocery  stores 
regarding  the  contam inat ion  of  open  food  displayed  in  a shop 
window  by  a cat, and  a butcher  and  his  slaughterman  was  success- 
fully prosecuted  and  convicted  for  the  offence  of  slaughtering 
sheep  without  preliminary  stunning,  he  was  fined  £50»0s#0d, 
plus  £l4*14s«0d,  costs,  and  the  slaughterman  was  fined  £10# 

The  following  joable  gives  particulars  of  carcases  and 
offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part  s- 
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Milk  and  Dairies:  Two  organisations,  viz.,  • The  Houghton 
Dairymen  *s  Association,  and  the  East  Durham  Co-operative 
Dairies  carry  out  the  distribution  of  liquid  milk  throughout 
the  Urban  Area# 

The  Dairymen *s  Association,  which  is  an  amalgamation  of 
farmers,  and  milk  retailers,  supplied  pasteurised,  and  • 
tuberculin  tested  pasteurised  milk,  both  of  which  emanated 
# from  the  processing  plant  of  the  Milk  Marketing  Board  at 
Durham,  together  with  a considerable  quantity  of  raw 
tuberculin  tested  milk  from  local  farms-* 


The  East  Durham  Co-operative  Dairies  distribute  pasteurised 
and  tuberculin  pasteurised  milks  which  are  processed  at  their 
plant  at  Wingate,  and  they  have  a modern  milk  depot  which  is 
equipped  with  cold  storage  chambers  situated  in  the  Hetton 
Downs  Ward,  and  the  milk  is  stored  here  overnighto  There  is 
also  a small  depot  at  Easington  Lane,  which  is  not  equipped 
with  cold  storage,  but  provides  satisfactory  storage  for  the 
short  period,  during  which  the  milk  is  held# 

A large  number  of  stores  and  general  shops  retail  bottled 
sterilised  milk  supplied  principally  from  Dairies  in  the 
Sunderland • area , and  at  the,  end  of  the  year  under  review  5B 
shops  were  registered  for  the  sale  of  this# 

The  year  saw  the  end  of  an  era  so  far  as  direct  control 
by  the  Urban  Authority  over  milk  supplies  was  concerned. as  the 
powers  of  sampling  became  vested  in  the  Comfy  Council,  with 
the  passing , of. the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations, 1960# 
and  logically  it  would  appear  that  local ‘sampling  should  cease# 
One  is  extremely  doubtful  whether  such  remote  control  can 
* ^ provide  the  close  supervision  which  has  heretofore  been 

exercised.-  it  is  true  that  milk  .supplies,  especially  after 
pasteurisation,  are  nowadays  virtually  safe,  yet  it  is 
surprising  how  often,  even  in  recent  years,  consistent  sampling 
has  resulted  in  the  detection  of  lapses  in  production  or  dairy 
technique,  particularly  with  the  raw  milks.  Weekly  samples 
were  taken  by  the  Health  Department  from  all  milks  retailed 
in  the  area  throughout  the  year  under  review,  and  these  were 
submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Sunderland, 

■h 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 
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examinations  being  carried  out  free  of  charge. 

The  number  of  samples  taken  during  I960  totalled  256  and  of 
this  number  18  ( 5 pasteurised  and  13  raw  tuberculin  tested) 
proved  in  some  degree  unsatisfactory.  The  failures  were  almost 
entirely  confined  to  the  raw. milks,  and  appropriate  action  was 
taken  to  obtain  satisfactory  results.  The  raw  milk  is,  in 
addition  to  the  routine  examination,  examined  for  the  presence 
of  br# abortus,  but  during  the,,  year  under  review  was  found  to 
be  free  from  this  organism.  It  was  necessary  on  three 
occasions'  during  the  year  to  dra w the  attention  tbf  the  Dairies 
to  dirty  milk  bottles.  The  proprietors  were  very  co-operative 
and  helpful  in  the  investigation  of  these  complaints,  which  were 
all  due  to  accidental  contamination  to  a miner  degree,  and  no 
further  action  Was  taken# 

Ice-Creams  Three  premises  in  the  Urban  area  are  equipped  with 
modern  plant  for  the  purpose  of  producing  ice-cream  in  compliance 
with  the  Heat  treatment  Regulations,  but  these  are  being  operated 
to  a diminishing  extent,  principally  for  seasonal  trade#  The 
plants  were  regularly  inspected,  and  conditions  were  invariably 
found  to  be  satisfactory  , but  none  of  them  operated  to  the  full 
extent  of  their  capacity,  the  proprietors  finding  it  more 
economical  to  sell  pre-packed  proprietory  brands  of  ice-cream 
during  the  off  season  period. 

A large  number  of  shops  retail  pre-packed  ice-cream 
delivered  direct  from,  the  factory#  These  premises  are  equipped 
with  refrigeration  cabinets  for  storage  and  the  commodity  they- 
stock  is  always  of  high  quality,  and  only  deteriorates  through 
long  storage  or  unsatisfactory  operations  or  failure  of  the 
refrigerator.  The  manufacturers  are  naturally  jealous  of  the 
reputation  of  their  product,  and  the  report  to  them  of  any 
deterioration  in  stock  results  in  immediate  clearance  and 
replacement,  although  invariably  they  are  in  no  way  to  blame 
for  the  condition  of  the  ice-cream.  The  number  of  premises 
registered  for  retail  sale  of  pre-packed  ice-cream  numbered 
63  at  the  end  of  the  year  under  review. 
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During  the  year  under  review  108  samples  of  ice-cream 
were  taken  35  of  these  proving  to  be  in  some  dej 
unsatisfactory.  Actual  results  being  as  follows., 


igree 


viz 


ie 


trade  1,  73 • Grd.de  2,  13®  Grade  3>  14#  Grade  4,  8.  The 
samples  are  taken  weekl y from. various  points  and  are  submitted 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Sunderland  for  bacteriological 
examination®  Every  effort  is  made  to  obtain  samples  from, 
and  supervise  of  the  condition  .of,  the  vehicles  of  the  large 
number  of  itinerant  hawkers  coming  from  outside  the  area  and  ' 
touring  the  streets  in  motor  vans.  The  great  majority  of 
these  emanate  from  reputable  firms  who  do  their  best  to  . 
ensure  a satisfactory  product,  but,:  a minority4,  particularly 
during  the  busy  period,  are  prone  to  give  unsatisfactory 
results,  due  to  incomplete  processing,  bad  handling,  and 
carrying  over  unsold  stock  from  day  to  day,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  almost  one  hundred  per  cent  of  samples  which  fail 
come  from  these  sources.  Unfortunately  it  is  often  difficult 
to  get  samples  at  times  convenient  for  transmission  to  the 
laboratory,  and  we  have  of  course  no  knowledge  of,  or  control 


over , 


the 


conditions  under  which  ice-cream  is  manufactured. 


Housings  Steady  progress  was  made  during,  the  year  towards 
completion  of  the  Slum  Clearance  .programme,,  this  being 
achieved  by  the  making  of  Closing  and  Demolition  Orders  for 
a good  number  of  houses,  and  agreement  was  arrived  at  with 
the  National  Coal  Board  whereby  60  houses  at  High  and  Low 
Moorsley  would  not  be  re-let  as  they  were  vacated,  but  made 
secure  against  trespass  pending  demolition.  In  the  autumn 
of  the  year  the  Council  decided  to  represent  a Compulsory 
Purchase  Order  at  Basington  Lane  (The  Hetton  (Pemberton  Bank) 
Conplusory  Purchase  Order,  I960)  which  included  20  houses, 
one  shop,  the  sites  of  a number  of  houses  which  were  already 
demolished,  and  adjacent  land.  This  area  will  make  available 
sites  for  the  extension  of  the  existing  housing  estate. 


Progress  with  clearance  entirely  depends  on  the  number 
of  new  houses  provided  to  accommodate  displaced  families# 

The  Council  continued  tilth  their  policy  of  building  by  direct 
labour,  and  36  houses  were  completed  and  occupied  during 
the  year*  Casual  vacancies  in  existing  houses  also  assisted 


in  absorbing  a number  of  displaced  persons* 


The  progress  made  in  improving  the  amenities  in 
existing  houses  ir  gratifying 0 The  Council  have  already 
modernised  all  their  pre-war  houses * the  National  Coal  Board 
have  adopted  a progressive  and  vigorous  policy  for  the 
modernisation  of  the  very  large  number  of  their  houses  in 
the  district  which  are  unlikely  to  be  affected  by  Clearance 
action*  but  which * nevertheless*  fell  below  reasonable 
standards*  and  they  have*  in  addition*  much  improved  the 
approaches  by  making  up  back  streets* ■ and  a good  number  of 
owner-occupiers  have  taken  the  advantage  of  the  assistance 
available  for  carrying  out  improvement  schemes  to  their 
dwellings*  26  applications  being  received  for  discretionary 
grants*  and  6 applications  for  standard  grants*  all  of  which 
were  approved*  It  is  regret able  that  more  owners  of  rented 
properties  do  not  avail  ther  'elves  of  these  facilities*  as 
there  are  a very  large  number  of  fundamentally  sound  houses 
in  the  area  which  could  be  given  modern  amenities*  and  would 
qualify  for  grant.  e 

7 houses  were  erected  by  private  persons  during  I960*  all 
for  own  occupations  Whilst  the  district  has  in  the  post  war 
years  been  neglected  by  the  speculative  builder*  there  is 
every  indication  of  an  improvement  in  this  direction*  a local 
builder  having  plans  to  develop  the  sites  of  condemned*  houses 
at  the  Four  Lane  Ends*  Net ton*  with  additional  development 
adjacent  to  form  quite  a large  housing  unit* 

Factories  and  Workshops s There  has  been  little  change  In  the 
number  and  type  of  premises  of  this  nature  during  recent 
years*  and  the  district  would  benefit  considerably  by  an 
infusion  of  heavy  or  light  industry®  Factories  and  workshops 
are  regularly  inspected  and  jfa  generally  "good  standard  of 
hygiene  was  maintained  throughout  the  area*  It  was  necessary, 
however*  to  serve  some  informal  notices*  particulars  of  which 
are  contained  in  the  following  table  which  lists  inspections 
carried  out  by  the  Department*  and  the  results  arising  there 
from*  viz*  s« 
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1 «■  Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  Health 

(including  Inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 
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Bakehouses;  This  type  of  business  has,  become  a diminishing 
quantity  over  the  past  few  years,  as  in  fact  the  majority  of 
the  bread  and  confectionery  used  in  the  area  comes  from 
factory  bakehouses  situated  outside  the  district.  At  the 
end  of  the;  year  under  review  there  were  five  bakehouses  in 
operation,  two  of  these  being  well  equipped  factory  bake- 
houses, the  remainder  producing  mainly  confectionery  and  pie-s 
6 general  shops  are  registered  for  the'  production  of  pies 
only.  Frequent  inspections  are  carried  out  of  these  premises, 
and  a very  high  standard  of  cleanliness  was  found  to  exist. 

Eradication  of  bed  bugs  and  vermin;  A free  service  is 
provided  to  householders  who  are  troubled  with  insect  pests, 
but  the  demand  for  this  is  steadily  declining,  the  majority 
of  cases  dealt  with  trying  for  the  clearance  of  black-beetles 
tne  scull  number  of  bed  bug  infestations  found  being  in 
houses  where  the  tenant  has  been  tolerating  them  for  some 
years,  and  the  infestation  only  came  to  light  when  the  house 
was  vacated.  Black  beetles  infestations  are  successfully 
treated  by  the  use  of  a powder  containing  pyrethrum,  which 
has  an  immediate  "knock  down”  effect,  and  D.D.T,  which  has 
a residual  effect  for  a considerable  time,  and  if  undisturbed 
provides. subsequent  protection  * Excellent  results  have 
1 been  obtained,  and  complete  clearance,  but  there  is  a hard- 
core oi  older  houses  which  will  always  require  periodical 
re-treatment , the  vermin  being  lodged  so  deeply  that  only  a 
comprehensive  scheme  of  repair  and  re-building  would  effect 
a complete  clearance,  furthermore,  one  suspects  that  the 
tenants  of  these  houses,  being  accustomed  to  the  work  being 
done  for  them,  do  not  attempt  to  keep  down  infestations  be- 
tween treatments,  but  allow  them  to  gradually  build  up  again. 


are 


1 ^ Having  regard  to  the  possibility  that  some  pests 

developing. a natural  resistance  to  D.D.T.,  and  also  because 
of  the  desirability  of  changing  baits  from  time  to  time  to 
overcome  any  prejudice,  more  frequent  use  is  being  made  of 
malathion,  which  is  dispensed  in  powder  fo.m  through  a blower, 
and  has  proved  very  effective,  particularly  in  hollow 


partition  walls  and  in  confined  underfloor 


spaces • 


Bed  bug  infestation,  as  before  stated,  is  increasingly 
rare,  but  where  found  it  presents  a nor e difficult  proposition 
often  requiring  protracted  treatment.  It  is,  in  the  initial 
stage,  dealt  with  by  fumigation,  gammexane,  whilst  leaving 
rather 'an  offensive  smell,  being  found  very  effective  for 
this  purpose.  This  kills  off  adult  vermin,  and  provides  a 
reasonable  degree  of  protection  for  workmen  or  householders 
to  proceed  with  the  stripping  of  walls,  a very  necessary  step 
in  all  but  the  mp>st  superficial  infestations,  as  it  is,  in 
fact,  necessary  in  some  cases  to  remove  picture  rails, 
architraves,  and  skirtings,  .and  to  treat  the  woodwork  with  a 
thorough  application  of  the  blow  torch  before  replacement. 

To  deal  with  vermin  which  have  subsequently  incubated,  a 
second  treatment  is  given  by  spraying,  and  this  is  followed 
after  an  interval  of  at  least  seven  days  by  a final  treatment 
to  ensure  complete  eradication  of  the  vermin.  Perhaps  one  of 
the  most  useful  effects  of  all  these  operations  is  that  it 
makes  it  necessary  for  the  householder  to  give  the  affected 
rooms  a good  scrub  out  after  each  stage  of  the  treatment. 
Complete  co-operation  of  the  tenant  is  essential,  they  are 
asked  to  keep  the  walls  impapered  for  at  least  six  months 
after  the  final  treatment,  and  to  report  any  isolated  vermin 
subsequently  found,  as  stray  survivors  will  rapidly  start  the 
whole  cycle  of  infestation,  again.  Particular  attention  is 
also  paid  to  houses  adjoining  those  affected,  as  treatment 
is  prone  to  force  the  vermin  to  migrate,  and  in  much  of  the 
older  property  ready  access  is  available  from  house  to  house. 

The  trouble  with  clover  mite,  which  existed  on  new 
housing  sites  where  extensive  grass  plots  have  been  laid 
down,  still  persists,  but  complaints  have  been  much  less 
evident.  These  small  insects  do  no  damage,  but  gather  in 
very  large  numbers  on  the  inside  of  windows*.  The  infestation 
is  seasonal,  and  of  short  duration,  and  tenants  have  apparent- 
•fly  become  accustomed  to  the  position,  and  do  not  now  complain. 
We  can  deal  with  them  very  effectively  by  spraying,  but  the 
cost  of  time  and  material,  with  possible  deterioration  of 
interior  decorations,  hardly  justifies  treatment. 


Rodent  Controls  The  administration  of  the  Prevention  of 
Damage  by  Pests  Act  is  carried  out  by  the  Health  Department 
so  far  as  all  surface  infestations  are  affected * and  this 
involves  dealing  with  infestations  in  dwelling-houses* 
business  premises*  the  Councils  refuse  tips*  and  agricultural 
land*  This  work  is  carried  out  free  of  charge  for  dwelling 
houses*  but  a charge  on  time  and  material  basis  is  made  for 
work  carried  out  in  business  premises  and  on  agricultural 
land*  The  Council’s  Highways  Department  undertakes  the 
periodical  treatment  of  the  sewers*  All  preliminary  survey 
work*  and  a good  part  of  the  treatment  is  carried  out  by  the 
Health  Inspectors  assisted  by  a part  time  workman  who 
operates  under  their  supervision. 

Warfarin  is  the  poison  bait  now  in  general  use*  and  this 
has  been  found  effective,  particularly  with  mice*  as  they  do 
not  readily  take  other  poisons.  It  is  also  taken  more 
readily  by  rats  than  the  older  poisons  such  as  zinc 
phosphide*  red  squills*  and  arsenic*  although  special 
circumstances  sometimes  arise  when  we  find  it  necessary  to 
use  these.  It  is*  futhermore*  more  convenient  in  use  and 
definitely  safer  than  other  poisons*  but  it  is  still 
necessary  to  use  it  with  caution*  particularly  where  pigs 
ox*  domestic  animals  could  possibly  have  access  to  the  bait. 

The  operations  have  actually  been  covered  for  some  years  by 
an  Insurance  policy  against  risks  to  live  stock  etc.*  but  as 
yet  it  has  never  been  necessary  to  meet  a claim* 1 When 
weather  conditions  make  the  operations  practicable  and  safe 
burrows,  on  the  refuse  tips  and  agricultural  , 
land  are  treated  with  n Cymagn  gas*  which  is  very  effective* 
but  rather  dangerous  in  use* 

The  sewers  are  treated  periodically  by  the  staff  of  the 
Highways  Department.  It  is  important  that  this  treatment  ■ 
should  be  carried  out  at  the  correct  intervals  to  coincide 
with  the  peak  breeding  seasons*  and  if  for  any  reason  the 
work  is  delayed*  with  a resulting  increase*  and  possible 
overcrowding  amongst  the  underground  population*  it  is 
reflected  by  an  increase  in  complaints,  regarding  surface 
infestations* 
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It  is  surprising  that  aft  or  the  amount  of  intensive 
work  which  has  been  put  in  over  a period  of  many  years 
Infestations  should  still  exist  to  the  extent  they  do. 

Major  infestations  are  now  rare,  but  the  minor  infestations 
we  meet  often  entail  great  deal  more  investigations,  as  they 
involve  the  detection  of  faults  In  structure  and  drains  to 
ascertain  points  of  access.  The  major  proportion  of  the 
complaints  emanate  from  Council  houses,  most  of  them  of 
recent  construction,  often  have  been  sited  in  areas  which 
have  been  re-developed,  and  possibly  the  old  drainage  systems 
have  not  been  taken  out  or  effectively  sealed  off.  One  might 
reasonably  assume  that  property  of  this  type  should  be  vermin 
proof,  and  tracing  the  point  of  entry,  and  the  i .... 

eradication  of  rodents  established  in  cavity  walls  etc, 
can  consume  a good  deal  of  time  and  effort.  In  the  course  of 
the  work  a considerable  number  of  drains,  are  tested  by  smoke 
and  found  to  be  faulty,  and  the  repair  of  these  eliminate  a 
source  of  infestation. 

Atmospheric  Pollutions  The  public  are  displaying  increased 
interest  in  the  subject  of  Clear  Air,  and  to  stimulate  this 
the  Council  sponsored  a Clean  Air  Exhibition,  which  was  held 
in  a Hall  at  Easington  Lane,  and  was  opened  by  the  Chairman, 
the  late  Councillor  H.Ramshaw,  J.P.,  on  .the  3rd  May  I960. 

The  Exhibition  was  preceded  by  considerable  publicity,  some 
7,000  leaflets  being  distributed  with  rate  demands,  tenant's 
rent  cards  and  with  Gas  and  Electricity  accounts.  A 
preliminary  Women's  Meeting  was  held,  which  was  very  well 
attended,  and  which  was  addressed  by  a number  of  speakers 
including  the  Chairman  of  the  Council  and  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector.  The  Exhibition,  which  lasted  for  five  days, 
was  very  well  attended,  and  highly  successful,  the  Hall  was 
well  set  out  with  attractive  stands  provided  by  the  Gas  and 
Electricity  Boards,  the  Department  of  Scientifae  and  Industrial 
Research,  and  the  Solid  Smokeless  Fuels  Federation,  who  were 
responsible  for  the  organisation  of  the  Exhibtion,  and  did 
this  exceedingly  well.  The  local  schools  were  circularised, 
and  the  Teachers  were  particularly  helpful  in  bringing 
parties  of  children  throughout  the  week,  as,  in  addition  to 
the  exhibits,  there  was  a continuous  programme  of  appropriate 
films  being  shown  in  adjoining  annexe,  there  was  plenty  of 
attraction  for  them.  The  Health*  Department's  own  stand, 


having  numerous  exhibits  of  local  interest*  was  particularly 
well  attended*  and  the  interest  displayed  well  repaid  the 
amount  of  work  put  into  it. 

Atmospheric  conditions  in  the  district  are  gradually 
improving  particularly  as  regards  industrial  emmissions. 

The  National  Coal  Board  are  principally  concerned  in  this 
respect*  and  have  proved  very  co-operative.  The  demolition 
oi  the  chimney  at  Eppleton  Colliery  which  was  responsible  for 
emissions  of  a considerable  amount  of  grit*  and  the  proposed 
erection  of  a new  boiler  house*  which  received  prior  approval 
under  Section  35  of  the  Act  from  the  Council*  will  much 
improve  conditions  in  the  Hetton  Downs  Ward*  where  also  the 
Colliery  Spoil  heap  is  operated  under  ideal  conditions  which 
give  rise  to  no  nuisance  whatsoever.  The  nex^  method  of 
tipping  at  Slemore  Colliery*  which  was  put  into  operation  last 
year*  also  worked  well*  and  the  twin  heaps  at  Nicholson »s  pit* 
East  Rainton*  which  still  conform  to  the  orthodox  conical 

shape*  have  given  no  trouble ^ The  method  now  adopted  of 
excavating  the  site*  tipping  in  shallow  layers*  and  re- 
covering with  soil*  is  the  answer  to  the  pit  heap  problem* 
the  work  is  done  by  mechanical  dumpers,  and  the  passage  of 
there  over  the  area  of  the  tip*  very  effectively  consolidates 
the  surface*  and  prevents  the  build  up  of  the  internal 
temperature*  in  fact  grass  is  very  quickly  growing  over 
the  reclaimed  areas.  This  is  a strong  point  in  favour  of  the 
system*  as  on  more  than  one  occasion  it  has  been  found  that 
spoil  heaps  in  the  district  which  had  been  disused  and 
considered  dead  for  over  20  years  were  still  patches  of 
biasing  inferno  beneath  the  surface  crust*  and  a potential 
death  trap  to  trespassers* 

There  can  be  little  doubt  that  domestic  smoke  provides 
the  main  source. of  atmospheric  contamination  in  the  district* 
Primarily  a mining  area*  a very  large  proportion  of  the 
residents  are  in  receipt  of  concessionary  coal*  and  because 
of  climatic  conditions  and  the  need  for  cooking  and  heating 
water*  fires  are  burnt  almost  without  exception  throughout 
the  year.  Concessionary  coal  poses  a problem  (which  is 
common  to  all  colliery  districts)  inasmuch  as  it  retards 
progress  tox/ards  the  formation  of  smokeless  zones*  the 
recipients  naturally  feeling  that  they  are  being  forced  to 
forego  a well  earned  privilege  and  to  burn  more  costly  fuel 


— 45  *• 


Fortunately , with  concessions  made  by  the  National  Coal 
Board  with  regard  to  alternative  fuels,  the  attitude  of  the 
miners  is  .gradually  changing,  and  many  wholeheartedly 
support  the  principle  of  clean  air* 

Houses  in  the  area  are  already  well  equipped  for  the 
changeover,  which  could  be  attained  at  small  expense.  All 
The  Council *s  post  war  houses  have  approved  appliances,  and 
pre-war  houses  have,  in  the  course  of  Modernisation  schemes, 
been  so  equipped#  Houses  which- have  been  subject  to 
improvement  grants  are  required  to  install  approved  appliances 
and,  the  Council  having  adopted  the  appropriate  by-law,  all 
new  private  houses  have  to  be  so  equipped#  Unfortunately, 
none  of  the  Council  houses,  and  very  few  of  the  more  modern 
private  houses,  are  supplied  with  mains  gas,  and  this  presents 
a difficulty  when  smokeless  ignition  is  required#  An 
electrically  operated  ignition  device  became  available 
during  the  year,  compared  to  the  simple  gas  poker,  this  is 
rather  bulky,  expensive  to  b py  and  instal,  and  slow  and 
uncertain  in  action#  I am  afraid  it  will  not  win  favour  with 
most  housewives. 

Marine  Store  Dealers  i There  was  only  one  marine  store  dealtr 
in  operation  in  the  area  during  the  year#  The  business  was 
comparatively  small,  and  dealt  with  scrap  metal  only,  and  the 
premises  gave  rise  to  no  nuisance#  The  casual  dealer  who 
starts  a - small  business  breaking  up  old  cars  and  hoarding 
scrap  in  his  back  yard  did  from  time  to  time  present  a 
problem,  and  informal  action  had  to  be  'taken  to  deal  with 
nuisances  arising  from  this  practice.  It  is  found  that  quite 
a number  of  itinerant  rag  and  bone  dealers  come  from  outside 
the  district  and  patrol  the  streets#  They  are  kept  under 
observation  principally  to  prevent  offences  with  regard  to 
the  exchange  of  forbidden  articles  with  juveniles  for  rags 
etc# 

Care  of  the  Aged:  The  Hetton  Urban  District  Old  Peopled 
Welfare  Committee  was  founded  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Council  some  years  ago,  and  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
has  anted  as  Hon.  Secretary  since  its  Inauguration.  The  main 
function  of  the  Committee  is  to  act  as  co-orinating  body  for 


«*•*  Sq  DM 


five  Ward  Committees  who  take  direct  responsibility  for  the 
welfare  of  tne  aged  persons  in  their  respective  anPeas. 

Thanks  to  a very  willing  and  enthusiastic  band  of  voluntary 
workers,  excellent  work  is  carried  out  in  entertaining 
visiting,  and  overlooking  the  welfare  of  the  old  people, 
and  in  addition  a chiropody  scheme,  which  seems  to  adequately 
meet  tne  demands  of  the  district  has  been  operated  at  verv 
small  expense  to  the  patients  for  some  years. 

The  Committee  aim  at  being  entirely  self-supporting 
and  as  their  work  entails  the  expenditure  of  quite  a 
considerable  sum  of  money  each  year,  it  is  necessary  to 
devote  a lot  of  tine  and  labour  to  schemes  for  raising  funds, 
ihe  lighter  side  of  the  work,  that  is  entertainments  and 
parties  lor  the  old  people,  and  the  activities  of  the  Darby 
and  Joan  Clubs  receive  a lot  of  publicity,  but  there  are 
many  aged  persons,  who  by  reason  of  infirmity  or  disinclin- 
ation do  not  participate  in  this,  and  it  is  these  people  the 
Committee  endeavour  to  reach.  A very  effective  visiting 
scheme  is  in  operation  throughout  the  area  for  this  purpose, 
the  sick  being  visited  regularly,  both  at  home  or  in'" 
hospital,  the  visitor  always  taking  some  small  gift. 
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